High Treasurer of England.
The way that had been used time out of mind in that borough, for choosing Parliament men was only by nine electors, the owners of nine burgage houses ; but Mr. Wentworth, lord of the manor, pretended that long since there were twenty-four houses that had right to elect, which being at this time in his own possession, he and his predecessors had given but one vote for them all; and therefore pretended to alienate and sell them now to create so many more votes. These Mr. Wentworth gave to Mr. Benson. Mr. Long stood by the popularity of the householders at large that paid scot and lot. I stood by the only known way of electing, which was by the nine (of which I had the majority), and all the rest desisted before the day of election ; so that the sheriff made a double return of Mr. Benson and me, but did not return Mr. Long.
. Being at London I solicited the House of Commons that a day might be appointed to determine the merit of the return between Mr. Benson and me, which he also desired ; but before the day of hearing came the Parliament was prorogued till the 10th of November next, so that I had the charge of bringing up witnesses to London to no purpose.
The Houses being risen, I was informed by some of the members of the Lower House that Benson had thrown, some reflections upon me in his discourse, as if I was a friend to the Court interest, and it was doubted how I stood inclined to the Church. Upon this I wrote to him, and sent the letter by my brother the lieutenant, that I was not against his using all fit and lawful means